Maize is commonly harvested for silage when the grain is fully dented. Grain then constitutes about 50% of the total crop dry matter and is largely responsible for the high metabolizable energy content of the resultant silage. For efficient utilization, the grain should be broken at harvest; however, the amount of grain voided in the faeces of dairy cattle fed maize silage is of concern to many farmers. An experiment was done at Kyabram which established the effects of length of chop at harvest on the nutritional quality of maize silage for lactating dairy cows.
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Whole plant maize which had reached physiological maturity was harvested by precision chopper and chopped to three nominal lengths of 4 (fine), 8 (medium) and 13 (coarse)mm, and ensiled. Nutritive value of the three silages was evaluated using a 3 x 3 latin square design involving six rumen -fistulated lactating cows. The cows were fed 7 kgDM/day perennial pasture and 9 kgDM/day maize silage.
Although there were marked differences between the silages in the distribution of particle size, this hadno influence on the digestion of the nutrients consumed or on the output of milk (Table 1) . Table 1 . The influence of maize silage chop lengthon intake, digestibility, milk yield, efficiency of utilization of feed and the proportion of faecal output that was maize grain.
It is concluded that aspects, other than nutritional considerations, will determine the length of chop that farmers should aim for when making maize silage. These include fuel consumption during the harvesting process and ease of compaction in the bunker to ensure the production of good quality silage. * Kyabram Research Institute, Kyabram, Vic. 3620 
